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[bookmark: title-of-the-study]Title of the Study
“Factors Influencing the Implementation of Secondary School Inspection Recommendations: A Case Study of the Northern Education Division, Malawi.”
[bookmark: principal-investigator]Principal Investigator
Name: Jane Taliona Somanje
Institution: University of Malawi
Programme: Master of Education in Educational Leadership
Phone: +265 888 870 331
[bookmark: supervisor]Supervisor
Name: Dr. Remitha Puthen Purayil
Institution: University of Malawi
[bookmark: invitation-to-participate]1. Invitation to Participate
You are being invited to participate in a research study entitled “Factors Influencing the Implementation of Secondary School Inspection Recommendations: A Case Study of the Northern Education Division, Malawi.”
Before you decide whether to participate, it is important that you understand why the study is being conducted and what your participation will involve. Please read the information below carefully. You may ask the researcher any questions about the study before deciding whether to participate.
Participation in this study is entirely voluntary.
[bookmark: purpose-of-the-study]2. Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to examine the factors influencing the implementation of school inspection recommendations in secondary schools in the Northern Education Division of Malawi (NED).
The study seeks to:
· determine the level of implementation of school inspection recommendations in secondary schools in NED;
· examine factors influencing the implementation of school inspection recommendations in secondary schools in NED;
· explore the reasons underlying the level of implementation of school inspection recommendations in secondary schools in NED; and
· propose strategies for improving the implementation of school inspection recommendations in secondary schools in NED.
The study is intended to generate evidence that may contribute to strengthening school inspection, follow-up support and school improvement processes in Malawi.
[bookmark: what-participation-will-involve]3. What Participation Will Involve
If you agree to participate, you will be asked to provide information relevant to the study.
Depending on your role, participation may involve:
· completing a structured questionnaire; and/or
· participating in a semi-structured interview.
The questionnaire will seek information about the implementation of school inspection recommendations and factors that may influence implementation.
The interview will provide an opportunity to explain your experiences, perceptions and views concerning the implementation of school inspection recommendations.
The researcher may also review relevant school documents relating to inspection recommendations and their implementation. Information obtained from such documents will be used only for the purposes of this study and will be handled confidentially.
There are no experimental procedures involved in this study.
[bookmark: expected-duration-of-participation]Expected Duration of Participation
Questionnaire completion is expected to take approximately 20–30 minutes.
An interview is expected to take approximately 30–45 minutes.
You will not be required to participate beyond the activities explained above.
[bookmark: risks-and-discomforts]4. Risks and Discomforts
This study is considered to involve minimal risk.
There are no anticipated physical risks associated with participation. However, you may experience minor discomfort when discussing challenges relating to school inspection, school leadership, implementation of recommendations or institutional practices.
You are not required to answer any question that makes you uncomfortable. You may also stop the interview or withdraw from the study at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.
The study is for academic and research purposes and is not intended to evaluate your individual performance.
[bookmark: potential-benefits-of-the-study]5. Potential Benefits of the Study
You may not receive any direct personal or financial benefit from participating in this study.
However, the study may contribute to a better understanding of factors affecting the implementation of school inspection recommendations in secondary schools.
The findings may benefit:
· the Ministry of Education and education quality assurance structures through evidence for strengthening inspection and follow-up mechanisms;
· Education Quality Assurance Officers through information on factors that facilitate or constrain implementation;
· school leaders and teachers through improved understanding of how inspection recommendations can be translated into school improvement actions; and
· researchers and policymakers through additional evidence on school inspection and improvement in Malawi.
The study may therefore contribute to strengthening educational quality and school improvement in the country.
[bookmark: alternative-procedures]6. Alternative Procedures
There are no alternative procedures that provide the same research purpose.
Participation in this study is voluntary. If you do not wish to participate, you may decline without any penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.
[bookmark: confidentiality-and-privacy]7. Confidentiality and Privacy
All information you provide will be treated as confidential.
Your name will not be collected on the research instruments. A unique participant code will be used instead to protect your identity. Your name or other directly identifying information will not be included in the research report, dissertation, presentations or publications arising from the study.
The signed consent form will be stored securely and separately from the research data. Research data will be identified using participant codes rather than participants’ names.
Information collected from participants will be accessed only by the researcher and, where necessary, authorised academic or ethical review personnel.
Completed questionnaires, interview records and electronic data will be securely stored and protected from unauthorised access.
The findings will be reported in aggregate or in a manner that does not identify individual participants.
Participation in the study will not affect your employment, professional status, relationship with your school, the Ministry of Education or any other institution.
[bookmark: research-related-injury]8. Research-Related Injury
This study involves minimal risk and no physical intervention or experimental procedure.
No research-related physical injury is anticipated. Consequently, no compensation for research-related injury is expected to be required.
If you experience any concern or problem that you believe is related to your participation in the study, you should contact the Principal Investigator using the contact details provided below. You may also contact the UNIMAREC Chairperson regarding your rights as a research participant.
[bookmark: Xcec3a1ce36eac7facf5e8aeac49aedd8193d693]9. Voluntary Participation and Right to Withdraw
Your participation is completely voluntary.
You may refuse to participate without giving a reason.
If you agree to participate, you may decline to answer any particular question or discontinue your participation at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.
Your decision to participate or not participate will not affect your employment, professional relationships, access to services, or relationship with the University of Malawi, Ministry of Education or your school.
[bookmark: costs-and-compensation]10. Costs and Compensation
There is no cost to you for participating in this study beyond the time required to complete the questionnaire or participate in the interview.
You will not receive payment or financial compensation for participating in the study.
[bookmark: use-of-information]11. Use of Information
The information collected will be used for the purposes of this research and the completion of the researcher’s Master’s dissertation.
The findings may also be used in academic presentations, reports, publications or other scholarly outputs. Any such use will maintain the confidentiality of participants and will not disclose information that identifies individual participants.
[bookmark: contacts-for-additional-information]12. Contacts for Additional Information
If you have questions about the study, your participation, or your rights as a research participant, you may contact:
Principal Investigator
Name: Jane Taliona Somanje
Phone: +265 888 870 331
Institution: University of Malawi
Supervisor
Name: Dr. Remitha Puthen Purayil
Institution: University of Malawi
Email/Phone: [Insert supervisor’s contact details]
UNIMAREC Chairperson
Dr. Victoria Ndolo
Chairperson, University of Malawi Research Ethics Committee (UNIMAREC)
P.O. Box 280
Zomba, Malawi
Telephone: +265 995 042 760
You may contact the UNIMAREC Chairperson if you have questions about your rights as a research participant or concerns about the ethical conduct of the research.
[bookmark: consent-declaration]CONSENT DECLARATION
I have read and understood the information provided above about the study entitled:
“Factors Influencing the Implementation of Secondary School Inspection Recommendations: A Case Study of the Northern Education Division, Malawi.”
I have had the opportunity to ask questions about the study and have received satisfactory answers to my questions.
I understand that:
· my participation is voluntary;
· I may refuse to participate;
· I may decline to answer any question;
· I may withdraw from the study at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to which I am otherwise entitled;
· my identity will be protected through the use of a participant code;
· the information I provide will be treated confidentially; and
· the information collected will be used for academic and research purposes.
By signing below, I freely agree to participate in this study.
Do you agree to participate in the study?
☐ YES ☐ NO
[bookmark: participant-details]Participant Details
Participant Code: ___________________________________________
Age: ______________________
Sex: ☐ Male ☐ Female
Signature/Thumbprint: ______________________________________
Date: ______________________
[bookmark: researcherinterviewer-declaration][bookmark: _GoBack]Researcher/Interviewer Declaration
I have explained the purpose, procedures, possible risks and benefits of the study to the participant. I have answered the participant’s questions to the best of my ability and have confirmed that participation is voluntary.
Name of Researcher/Interviewer:
____________________________________________________________
Signature:
____________________________________________________________
Date:
____________________________________________________________
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION
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