	Item
	Quantity
	Unit Cost (MK)
	Frequency
	Amount (MK)

	Printing and photocopying of research authorisation documents
	5 copies
	500
	1
	2,500

	Questionnaire production
	72 copies
	500
	1
	36,000

	Interview guides – printing and photocopying
	5 copies
	500
	1
	2,500

	Consent forms – printing and photocopying
	77 copies
	500
	1
	38,500

	Stationery – pens, notebooks, files, folders and markers
	1 lot
	20,000
	1
	20,000

	Transport to 24 participating schools in 8 districts
	8 trips
	25,000
	1
	200,000

	Accommodation during field data collection
	8 trips
	25,000
	1
	200,000

	Pilot testing of research instruments
	1 activity
	30,000
	1
	30,000

	Data entry, cleaning and analysis
	1 service
	60,000
	1
	60,000

	Interview transcription
	5 interviews
	15,000
	1
	75,000

	Printing and binding of final dissertation
	3 copies
	15,000
	1
	45,000

	Contingency and miscellaneous expenses
	[bookmark: _GoBack]1 lot
	70,000
	1
	70,000

	Subtotal
	
	
	
	882,000

	10% Compliance & Capacity Building Fee
	
	
	
	88,200

	TOTAL RESEARCH BUDGET
	
	
	
	970,200

	UNIMAREC Application Fee
	1
	270,000
	1
	270,000

	GRAND TOTAL
	
	
	
	1,240,200







Research Budget Justification
The proposed budget is designed to meet the essential requirements for conducting the study ethically, efficiently, and in accordance with University of Malawi research requirements. The costs are directly linked to the planned research activities and the geographical scope of the study, which covers 24 participating schools across 8 districts.
The UNIMAREC Application Fee is required for ethical review and approval of the study. Costs for research authorisation documents and consent forms will facilitate formal access to research sites and ensure that participants provide informed and voluntary consent.
The costs for questionnaires, interview guides, and stationery are necessary for administering the research instruments and maintaining accurate field records. Pilot testing will help identify and correct weaknesses in the instruments before the main data collection, thereby improving the quality and reliability of the data.
Given the geographical spread of the participating schools, transport and accommodation are necessary to facilitate field visits and allow sufficient time for data collection. These costs will enable the researcher to reach all selected schools and conduct the fieldwork effectively.
The interview transcription will support accurate conversion of recorded interviews into written data for qualitative analysis, while data entry, cleaning, and analysis will facilitate systematic processing and analysis of the quantitative data. Printing and binding will support submission of the final dissertation.
The Compliance and Capacity Building Fee is included to meet institutional research requirements, while the contingency and miscellaneous provision provides flexibility to address reasonable unforeseen costs that may arise during fieldwork.
Overall, the budget represents the resources necessary to implement the study across the selected sites, maintain ethical and methodological standards, and complete the research and reporting process successfully.
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